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CBD, Quarter get twice-daily pickup
TRASH, from A-1
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will be provided free to resi-
dents. Because of delays in bid-
ding the jobs, a registration
drive for the wheeled, lidded
garbage “carts” did not begin
until last month, and only 25,000
households and business owners
have signed up so far.

Home delivery of the carts,
which will be 96-gallon capacity
in most of the city and 32 gal-
lons in downtown areas, is ex-
pected to continue through May.

In the meantime, residents
should continue to set trash at
the curb in sealed bags or tradi-
tional garbage cans, Sanitation
Director Veronica White said.
Residents and business custom-
ers can learn the new pickup
days for their neighborhoods
through an interactive map at
www.metrodisposalservice.com
/trashpickupdays.html.

Despite the sharply increased
price tag for sanitation services,
officials have touted the con-
tracts as a way to tidy up New
Orleans’ appearance while the
city is struggling to revive its
ravaged neighborhoods and pro-
mote itself as a tourist destina-
tion.

Mayor Ray Nagin made im-
proving the city’s sanitation
services a pillar of his second-
term agenda, and he allocated
millions of dollars from property
and sales taxes and disaster
grants in his 2007 budget to pay
for the new contracts without
boosting residents’ monthly san-
itation fees.

Nagin has also lauded the two
contracts that cover the bulk of
New Orleans’ neighborhoods as
the heftiest deals the city has
ever awarded to minority-owned
firms. Richard’s Disposal and
Metro Disposal, both based in

eastern New Orleans, each will
serve about half the city, with
Interstate 10 as the dividing
line. SDT Waste & Debris of
Chalmette will serve the Quar-
ter and CBD.

Besides automated collection,
the new deals include other en-
hancements to the work done by
Waste Management, which held
the city’s trash-collecting con-
tract for more than two decades.
Among the key changes is the

city’s ability to levy fines on the
companies for missed pickups
and sloppy service, with punish-
ment ballooning to several hun-
dred dollars for repeated lapses
at the same location.

The new vendors also are ob-
ligated to collect an unlimited
amount of bulky items — such
as sofas, mattresses, tires and
appliances — from residential
sites. Residents must call the
vendors’ customer service cen-

ters to schedule pickup times,
then set out bulky items no
more than 24 hours before the
scheduled collection, White said.

As city officials continue to
negotiate with FEMA and the
state over who will pay the cost
of picking up debris related to
last year’s hurricanes, residents
may dump storm-generated de-
bris for free at sites at 2829 Ely-
sian Fields Ave. and at I-10 at
Crowder Boulevard.

Meanwhile, yard waste set
outside homes and businesses
should be bagged and placed out
on the second collection day,
White said, with tree limbs tied
in bundles no more than 4 feet
long and weighing no more than
75 pounds. Officials from Rich-
ard’s and Metro said the firms
will collect Christmas trees dur-
ing the week of Jan. 15.

As for regular trash, resi-
dential and business customers
everywhere but downtown
should place their garbage con-
tainers at the curb no earlier
than 4 p.m. on the afternoon be-
fore their collection day.

In downtown neighborhoods,
refuse will be collected from
small businesses between 4 a.m.
and 9 a.m. and between 4 p.m.
and 8 p.m. Residential pickup
will last from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.,
and residents are asked put out
their garbage after 5 p.m. Those
areas include the French Quar-
ter, the Central Business Dis-
trict, the Warehouse District
and along Frenchmen Street
between Decatur and Royal
streets in Faubourg Marigny.

Streets and sidewalks in the
downtown zone will be swept
mechanically between one and
seven times each week, depend-
ing on the block. For instance,
both sides of Bourbon Street be-
tween St. Ann and Canal streets
will be swept daily.

Although French Quarter
residents have applauded some
of the changes, they also con-
tinue to harbor hope that the
city will change several condi-
tions of the SDT deal to accom-
modate their objections.

White said Friday, however,
that no changes had been made
to the deal that aims to bring
“Disneylike” cleanliness to the
city’s most historic and often-
visited areas.

With outdoor space at a pre-
mium in the city’s oldest neigh-
borhood, residents and small-
business owners have said they
want to be able to select smaller
trash carts or continue manual
garbage collection.

City Councilman James Car-
ter has proposed letting neigh-
bors share a larger cart, though
White told several residents last
week that the city will continue
to require collection from
32-gallon carts. She recom-
mended that they store the plas-
tic bins in their homes if they
have no room outdoors.

Some critics also worry that
with household trash collection
scheduled between 5 p.m. and
10 p.m. daily, many residents
will have to put out their cans
before heading to work in the
morning and perhaps leave
them out after going to bed,
meaning their quaint streets will
be dotted with black plastic bins
at all hours.

Other French Quarter dwell-
ers are irate that the SDT con-
tract does not require the ven-
dor to collect garbage at build-
ings with more than four resi-
dential units, forcing owners of
those buildings to contract with
private collectors or personally
haul their trash to a dump site.

White said Waste Manage-
ment also was not required to
pick up trash from properties
with more than four units.

“This is not new,” she wrote
in an e-mail Friday. “It has been
this way for (a) decade. Some
(units) may have (been) falling
through the cracks pre-Katrina.
Beginning Jan. 2, 2007, enforce-
ment will be in full effect.”
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Michelle Krupa can be reached at
mkrupa@timespicayune.com or
(504) 826-3312.

NEW GARBAGE COLLECTION DATES
Under three new city contracts, most New Orleans neighborhoods will see the resumption
today of twice-weekly trash pickup for the first time since the flood. Trash from
downtown neighborhoods, including the French Quarter, will be collected once
daily at residential sites and twice daily at commercial properties. In all
areas, the vendors will collect unlimited household
garbage and debris. The deals are worth more
than $33 million combined.
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Plan plummeted from
3,000 acres to just 100

Transition smooth,
some restaurants say

HOMES, from A-1
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bump in population.
But in the ensuing months,

the builder scaled back its plans
piece by piece until negotiations
with property sellers Churchill
Farms dissolved this fall.

Jefferson Parish leaders said
they were not taken aback by
confirmation of the failed en-
deavor, and some admitted that
they doubted, when the ambi-
tious project was first hyped,
that it would become reality.

“It was very slow in coming
after a pretty boisterous an-
nouncement,” said Tim Coulon,
a member of the Louisiana Re-
covery Authority board of direc-
tors and former Jefferson Par-
ish president. “(But) I don’t
read anything real negative into
their decision. It was obviously a
business decision; they couldn’t
come to terms on the land.”

Parish President Aaron
Broussard said the news allows
administrators to return to their
preparations for upgrading pub-
lic services ahead of more meas-
ured growth over the next 20
years.

“We certainly regret the fact
that we lose the immediate ben-
efits of that, but on the opposite
side of the scale, it buys us more
time to improve our infrastruc-
ture to accommodate that kind
of growth,” he said.

Broussard said the derailed
project certainly shouldn’t be
seen as an indication that the
parish’s largest undeveloped
areas on the West Bank are less
viable for subdivisions or busi-
ness parks. He and other local
leaders predict Jefferson’s final
major growth spurt will come
with the completion of the $660
million project to widen the
71-year-old Huey P. Long
Bridge in 2011.

Development costs high
Land owner Joe Marcello

blamed the fizzled negotiations
on market forces that pushed
KB Home to pare down its offer
to just the 100 acres bounded by
the Tournament Players Club
and Lapalco and Nicole boule-
vards — a sliver of the original
proposal.

KB Home’s stock has taken a
downturn since the company an-
nounced the Avondale project,
in direct response to the plum-
meting sales of new houses na-

tionally. The builder’s shares
traded at about $52 this week,
following a 52-week high of
$81.99 in January and $37.89
low in July.

Marcello balked at the anemic
offer, electing to hold on to the
contiguous tract for a develop-
ment with a master plan for us-
ing all 3,000 acres.

“The landowner said, ‘I’m not
going to sell you 100 acres of
prime filet and potentially jeop-
ardize what I’m able to do with
the entire tract,’ ” said Don
Randon, a developer who rep-
resented Marcello in negotia-
tions with KB Home and Shaw.

Clinton Szubinski, president
of KB Home’s Gulf Coast divi-
sion, said Friday that the con-
tract lapsed for two reasons: the
cost and challenge of laying in-
frastructure to support neigh-
borhoods on the immense prop-
erty and a market analysis in
July by consultant Wade Ragas,
who pointed to the region’s se-
vere loss of jobs and resulting
lower demand for new houses
than what the builder predicted
immediately after Katrina.

Szubinski said the firm hasn’t
shut the door to future offers for
the property and remains highly
interested in West Bank land in
general.

Ragas, former director of the
University of New Orleans’ Real
Estate Market Data Center,
said the failed Churchill deal
should not be viewed through
the prism of the local real estate
or stock markets. He said it has
everything to do with the high
costs associated with developing
a parcel that contains large sec-
tions classified as wetlands.

He said the project would
have faced delays for wetlands
permits, possible mitigation
payments and costly soil to raise
the area’s elevation. Addition-
ally, Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency elevation stan-
dards enacted after the builder
announced the project would
have required it to pour slabs at
least 3 feet above the highest
nearby elevation.

“That area of Jefferson has
been widely known among
builders as having low elevation
and needing enormous amounts
of fill,” Ragas said. “There’s a
reason that tract has sat vacant
all these years.”

While Ragas called the prop-
erty cost-prohibitive for mid-

range housing, he said the land
likely would be developed even-
tually, possibly for commercial
or higher-end uses.

Marcello said he’s wooing
three sets of developers in the
next few weeks from national
firms in Chicago, Florida and
New York. He said no deficien-
cies in the land soured the KB
Home deal, and the nearby golf
course and future Churchill
Technology and Business Park
remain attractive draws.

“There’s a lot of interest; it’s
going to be developed,” he said.

Guarded outlook
Counc i lman Byron Lee,

whose district includes the prop-
erty, said he promotes the area
as having the parish’s greatest
potential for planners to design
a contained community where
residents live, work and play
nearby.

Lee didn’t fault KB Home for
backing out.

“They were probably overly
ambitious, and certainly they
couldn’t forecast the downturn
in the national housing market
and how it would affect their
stock,” Lee said. “They were
committed, but it just didn’t
work out.”

Councilman at large John
Young said he wouldn’t read too
much into the demise of the pro-
ject, which he guessed wouldn’t
put a damper on prospects for
residential and business expan-
sion in West Jefferson, which
has far more raw land than its
densely developed counterpart
across the Mississippi River.

Councilman Chris Roberts,
meanwhile, said the high num-
bers of houses on the market
have persuaded him to take a
more guarded outlook for West
Bank growth. He said high con-
struction and insurance costs,
unfinished flood projection pro-
jects and, most of all, a spike in
crime stand to limit an expan-
sion of the housing stock.

“It’s probably going to be a
while before you see a lot of new
subdivisions coming on line,” he
said. “Contractors are out there
raping people, so unless a com-
pany comes in and has all their
labor from the outside, it’s prob-
ably going to be pretty slow.”
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Meghan Gordon can be reached at
mgordon@timespicayune.com or
(504) 826-3785.
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There’s nothing to sit on. It’s a
terrible inconvenience.”

The Louisiana Smoke-Free
Air Act, signed by Gov. Kath-
leen Blanco in June, prohibits
smoking in restaurants, bars in-
side restaurants, cafeterias,
sports arenas, theaters, public
transportation, banks, health
care facilities, schools, the din-
ing areas of casinos, and hotel
and motel lobbies. Smoking re-
mains legal in stand-alone bars,
cigar bars, tobacco stores, casi-
nos, chartered limousines and
homes.

Betsy’s and other local res-
taurants reported removing
ashtrays and posting no-smok-
ing signs. It was a smooth tran-
sition, employees and customers
said, although some smokers
were a bit irritable.

“It really stinks that all the
sudden — ta-da — the state’s
quitting smoking for me,” said
Frank “Bart” Balistreri of Mid-
City, a Betsy’s regular, eating at
the restaurant’s counter. “I’ve
been here like 45 minutes, and
I’m already getting edgy. Smok-
ing is not doing me any favors,
but I don’t know anyone who
successfully quit any drug be-
cause somebody told them to.”

But fellow diner Larry Ha-
nafy, who described himself as
an occasional smoker and joined
in a good-natured discussion
with Balistreri, said the inconve-
nience might encourage some
people to cut back.

“I’m neutral,” Hanafy said.
“The reason I’m positive at all is
that I’m relieved they didn’t
carry it to excess by banning it
in barrooms.”

Donny Williams, manager of
a Shoney’s restaurant in Mar-
rero, said employees had been
alerting customers for weeks
about the pending change, so
business there ran seamlessly
on Monday.

The Corky’s BBQ in Metairie
gave itself a head start, banning
smoking in September in antic-
ipation of the law, manager
Brian Wall said. The restaurant
has not seen any noticeable im-
pact on business, he said.

“It’s been an overwhelmingly
positive response,” from people
who appreciate the smoke-free
environment, Wall said.

Waiting for a table outside
Port of Call restaurant on Es-

planade Avenue in the French
Quarter, Jessica Levy, a recent
Tulane University graduate and
nonsmoker visiting from Dan-
ville, Calif., said she prefers
breathing smokeless air and
leaving restaurants without
smoky clothes.

“You can actually taste your
food without smelling cigarette
smoke,” Levy said.

But her friend, Tulane stu-
dent and smoker James Hester,
denounced the law while stand-
ing in view of the no-smoking
sign posted on Port of Call’s
front door with red duct tape.

“We should promote the city’s
livelihood and not discourage
people from enjoying them-
selves,” Hester said. “I’m upset
by that law. It hurts business.”

Port of Call manager Mike
Mollere said customers took the
ban in stride.

“The only thing I’m worried
about is having to come outside
and sweep up cigarette butts,”
Mollere said.
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Mark Waller may be reached at
mwaller@timespicayune.com or
(504) 883-7056.

The Louisiana Smoke-Free Air
Act, signed by Gov. Kathleen
Blanco in June, prohibits

smoking in restaurants, bars
inside restaurants, cafeterias,

sports arenas, theaters,
public transportation, banks,
health care facilities, schools,
the dining areas of casinos,
and hotel and motel lobbies.
Smoking remains legal in

stand-alone bars, cigar bars,
tobacco stores, casinos,
chartered limousines and

homes.
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